
NJABBP Blood Bank Supervisors of NJ-Business Meeting Minutes 

December 1, 2017 8:30-9:15 am 

Attendance: Joanne Basket(Chair), Mabel Rodriguez, Katherine Tiemann, Timothy Barr, Vicki Wille, 

Bhishma Patel, Wendy Schofield, Mary Katulak, Linda Pacetti, Colleen Hinrichsen. 

Supervisor Group was welcomed by the Chair. 

Discussion: 

1. Updates from the previous meeting. The minutes from Sept 8, 2107 were approved by the group, 

no changes. 

2. The group was asked for any comments/recommendations on the 2017 Fall Seminar. The group 

was very pleased with all the presentations. They especially like how the student interacted with 

the audience. V. Wille thanked J. Basket for her hard work in making it a successful seminar.  

3. Open Forum: 

a. A question was asked: Is it acceptable for the Medical Director to use a signature name stamp 

to sign all SOPs or is a hand signature required? The group all agreed that a hand signature is 

required. 

 

b. If a PAT patient has a history of clinically significant antibodies or a newly developed 

antibody, how do you handle the age of the PAT sample? Do you extend the sample age to 21 

days, as long as the patient is not pregnant or transfused within the past three months?  

There is no consistency throughout the state on the length of extending sample age. Some 

extend to 10 days, some extend for 14 days. Others feel 30 days is acceptable. Some in the 

group have their own Blood Bank form that they document the extension time of their PAT 

samples rather than a form from their PAT department. Some also document the transplant 

and sickle cell patients on these forms.     

                   

c.  A question was asked to the Epic users about the BPAM process (Blood Product 

Administration Manager) This is a paperless documentation process. Helpful hints were 

discussed : 1.The 15 minute vitals need to be taken at 15 minutes. 

                    2. Make sure the process is working before you go live. 

            3. For MTP protocols keep using paper process. 

                    4. All non- critical patients, BPAM are performed, but since the process is new, 

must review 100% tags. 

           5. Downtime procedures: use paper process. 

           6. Must educate MDs and RNs. Attendance may be a problem, however B. Patel at 

Newark commented that 600 nurses got real time training.  

                    7. Virtua is schedule to go live March 2018. They commented that the MR number 

switched to a corporate ID number so that all patient MR numbers don’t match. Changing the 

MR can be a problem. A separate set of billing numbers is used instead of the legacy billing 

numbers which caused weird mergers.                    



d. Next meeting 4/13/18 8:30-9am 

 

e. Further meetings:  5/15/18 Spring Seminar 

                                                      6/8/18 8:30-9am 

            8/31/18 

            Oct 2018 TBA   

                                       12/7/18 

                                         

                           

Respectfully submitted, 

Joanne Basket 

 

 

 

 


